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SUBJECT: VISIT OF SYRIAN PRESIDENT TO BULGARIA 

1. SUMMARY. WARMLY RECEIVED OFFICIAL VISIT OF SYRIAN 
PRESIDENT AND BAATH PARTY LEADER HAFIZ AL ASAD TO BUL- 
GARIA SEPTEMBER 12-15 CONTINUED BULGARIAN WOOING OF ARAB 
OIL COUNTRIES. DURING VISIT AGREEMENTS GRANTING BULGARIAN 
ASSISTANCE TO SYRIA WERE SIGNED AND JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
LARGELY DEDICATED TO SYRIAN INTERESTS WAS ISSUED. UN- 
DOUBTEDLY OIL WAS ALSO A TOPIC OF DISCUSSION DESPITE 
BULGARIAN POLICY OF EXPRESSING CONFIDENCE IT CAN RELY 

ON SOVIET UNION FOR ENERGY SUPPLIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. AGREEMENTS SIGNED WERE: 1) PROTOCOL FOR THE FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENT OF ECONOMIC RELATIONS ACCORDING TO WHICH 
BULGARIA WOULD GRANT CREDIT FOR INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL 
PROJECTS AS WELL AS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN THESE FIELDS; 

2) CULTRUAL AGREEMENT FOR 1974-1975. 
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3. JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY ASAD AND TODOR ZHIVKOV 
SAID THERE WAS EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS ON INTERNATIONAL 
SITUATION WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION PAID TO RECENT EVENTS 
IN NEAR EAST AND EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. TWO COUNTRIES 
NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THAT POSITIONS ON BASIC IN- 
TERNATIONAL PROBLEMS "COINCIDE OR ARE CLOSE", AND 
PRAISED PROCESS OF LESSENING OF TENSIONS AS IN INTERESTS 
OF ALL STATES. HOPE WAS EXPRESSED FOR CONCLUSION OF CSCE 
AND NECESSITY FOR FINAL STAGE "AT HIGHEST LEVEL" WAS 
STRESSED. 

4. ON NEAR EAST, ASAD DESCRIBED EVENTS SINCE "LIBERATING" 
OCTOBER WAR AND GOLAN HEIGHTS WAR. AGREEMENT FOR SEPARA- 
TION OF ISRAELI AND ARAB FORCES WAS CALLED "FIRST STEP ON 
PATH TO COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL" OF ISRAELI FORCES FROM OCCUPIED 
LANDS. BULGARIA PUT ITSELF ON RECORD AS SUPPORTING RIGHT 

OF SYRIA TO USE "ALL METHODS AT ITS DISPOSAL" TO COMBAT 
ISRAELI AGRESSION AND TO FREE OCCUPIED AREAS. BOTH 
COUNTIRES RECOGNIZED THE PLO AS SOLE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE 
OF PALESTINIANS— BULGARIA AGREED TO OPENING OF PLO OFFICE 
IN SOFIA DURING AUGUST 20-23 VISIT BY PLO DF,T .F.GATION— AND 
CALLED FOR INCLUSION OF PALESTINE QUESTION ON AGENDA OF 
29TH UNGA. THEY ALSO CALLED FOR SPEEDY RECONVENING OF GENEVA 
CONFERENCE WITH PARTICIPATION OF "ALL INTERESTED" 

COUNTRIES. CYPRUS SITUATION RECEIVED PREDICTABLE 
ATTENTION AS DID SITUATION IN CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM. 

5. SIXTH EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF UNGA ON RAW MATERIALS 
AND DEVELOPMENT WAS ALSO STRESSED, WITH TWO COUNTRIES 
EMPHASIZING NECESSITY OF "BALANCED AND EQUAL" ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS AND RIGHT OF EACH COUNTRY TO DISPOSE OF ITS 
NATURAL RESOURCES IN THE INTERESTS AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
ITS OWN PEOPLE. 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH NO PUBLIC MENTION WAS MADE DURING 
VISIT OF DISCUSSION BULGARIA'S ENERGY NEEDS, SUBJECT MUST 
HAVE BEEN IN FOREFRONT OF BULGARIAN MINDS. BOTH PUBLICLY 
AND PRIVATELY BULGARIAN OFFICIALS EXPRESS GOOD FORTUNE 
THAT SOVIET UNION SUPPLIES 95 PER CENT OF BULGARIAN OIL NEEDS AT 
OLD PRICE AND CONVICTION SOVIETS WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO 
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FOR SOME UNSPECIFIED TIME. LATTER HAS SOMEWHAT OF WHISTLING 
IN DARK QUALITY ABOUT IT. BULGARIANS ARE OBVIOUSLY CON- 
CERNED, AND WOOING OF ARAB OIL COUNTRIES IS ONE PRECAUTION 
BEING TAKEN. ASAD S VISIT REPAID OFFICIAL VISIT BY ZHIVKOV 
TO SYRIA IN 1972. BULGARIAN FONMIN MLADENOV VISTED SYRIA 
IN JULY OF THIS YEAR AND CURRENT JOINT COMMUNIQUE ANNOUNCED 
THAT ZHIVKOV HAS ACCEPTED ANOTHER INVITATION TO VISIT SYRIA 
AT SOME UNSPECIFIED DATE IN THE FUTURE. 
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